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This novel is based on a true story about what is probably the 
most infamous miscarriage of justice in history, known to many as ‘The Dreyfus 
Affair’.  As many of our Book Club agreed, it is one of those ‘historical things’ that 
many of us have heard of but know only a little about. It is, perhaps, well-known 
because it incited Emile Zola’s famous open letter ‘J’accuse’ to the President of 
France.  

It begins in Paris in 1895 with Major Georges Picquart, watching Alfred Dreyfus, a 
young French captain, convicted of espionage, sentenced to life imprisonment on 
Devil’s Island, and publicly humiliated in front of a baying crowd of thousands.  
Shortly after, Picquart is promoted to run the counterespionage unit that ‘proved’ 
Dreyfus was guilty of passing secrets to the Germans.  Picquart is, at first, utterly 
convinced Dreyfus is guilty.  However, in his new role, he comes across evidence 
that leads him to suspect there is still a traitor at large in the French army and that 
Dreyfus is innocent and was set-up, purely because he was Jewish.  When he 
begins to ask too many uncomfortable and searching questions Picquart soon finds 
himself the victim of a sinister campaign that threatens his life and all he holds true… 

The first two pages offer a list of characters within the story which many found off-
putting at first, as they felt it was indicative that a large number of characters might 
become a bit too confusing, but not so.  We found it served purely as a reminder.  
The story is quite slow at first, particularly the first few chapters. This is perhaps 
because of the necessity to set the scene. However, it is well worth persevering with 
as it is a fascinating story and many of those who read it agreed that it became quite 
a page turner full of conspiracy, espionage and murder with the reader getting a real 
feel for many of the characters.  As one Book Club member said, ‘it brought The 
Affair to life.’  

Due to time commitments, one of our group did not finish reading the book but 
everyone else felt it was a thoroughly enjoyable read.  It scored 8/10. 

Fiona Bennett 


